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District Vision Statement 
Michigan Center School  - The cutting edge leader in educational advancement empowers all students for life-long success in a changing world. 

 

District Mission Statement 
The mission of Michigan Center School District is to engage, challenge and motivate life-long learners toward excellence through innovation. 
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Message from Superintendent Cook 
Year in Review 

It seems like we say this every year, but wow this year went by fast!  Thank you to all of the 

students, staff, parents, and community for making this year an exceptional year on so many 

levels.  The year started off with us receiving a school safety grant for almost $70,000 that 

allowed us to reinforce windows and upgrade P.A. systems at all of our buildings.  We had a new 

principal at Arnold, Mr. Desmarais, and he did an incredible job fostering a culture of love and 

respect at Arnold. At Keicher we say a fond farewell to Ms. Pscodna and Mrs. Trudell.  They have 

given our district many years of excellent service, and they will be missed. There is a light at the 

end of the tunnel, though, as our beloved Lisa Haynes will be taking over as the principal at 

Keicher in August.  At the Jr/Sr High there were too many prestigious honors to name, but some 

of the greatest achievements were two individual state champs and a runner up in wrestling, 

spectacular ratings at Band Festival, and a robotics team that made it to (and had great success) at the WORLD 

Championships!  It was a great year, but we’re looking to top it next year. 

 

 

Happy Summer! 

We’d like to send our best wishes to all of our students, staff, and community for a relaxing and enjoyable summer 

break.  There is a wealth of research that highlights what happens to adolescents when they aren’t in school or actively 

learning for an elongated period of time.  It doesn’t take long for regression and “summer slide” to occur; essentially, 

adolescents lose some of what they’ve learned previously. That doesn’t mean students need to read every day all day 

or take a math workbook home for the summer (both great options, though, if you want to go that route!), but they 

need to exercise their brains.  My plan with my own soon-to-be eighth grader and ninth grader…..force them to be 

bored by limiting access to technology. They will still get plenty of time to do their own thing (otherwise they would 

make us crazy….you know what I’m talking about), but I want them to occasionally be bored until they get creative, 

make things, play in the yard, ride a bike, seek out others to play with, maybe even (gasp)...read, etc.  If all of us 

parents can pull that off our kids will be better off for it when it’s time to come back to school in August. Best of luck, 

parents! 

 

Summer Hours 

Many of our staff members continue to work throughout the summer.  Central Office will remain open Monday 

through Friday from 8:00 - 3:00 (M-Th) and 8:00 - 11:30 (F).  Please feel free to contact us at (517) 764-5778 if you 

have any questions for us. 

Art News 

The end of the year has arrived and we hope that you had the opportunity to enjoy the 

artwork at Jackson Crossing this spring.  We had a wonderful turnout and displayed a 

wide range of artwork created by our high school students.  Their hard work and 

determination definitely paid off this year and they were rewarded greatly for their efforts. 

The Jackson County Art Show was held this year at the Crossings April 22nd – May 6th.  

We received 38 first place ribbons, 28 second place ribbons and 14 third place ribbons.  

Our top winners with multiple 1st place ribbons were seniors Jake Haskell for his “Two 

Moons” painting and Cali Joseph for her “Woman” painting. 

I would like to congratulate all the winners and all who 

participated in this year’s art show.  I am very proud of all 

their time and effort this year and can’t wait to see what 

they have in store for next year! 

 Tracy VanSickle 

 Art Teacher 



Jr/Sr High School Band News 
The Bands had a fantastic spring and end of year! The Jazz 

Band and Drumline put on a swingin’ show for the annual 

“Spaghetti and Swing” in March. Money raised benefited the 

music students and the program. JH students also had a 

wonderful spring, even having a special guest at their end of 

year concert! 

 

This spring, the band celebrates their seniors - we love you 

and are so proud of you! Thank you for all you’ve done in 

your time as a Michigan Center Musician. 

 

Corey Ahrens 

Seth Bauman 

Asia Bonney 

Thomas Fleming 

Katrina Merrill 

Luke Moorehead 

Kalie Owen 

Nolenn Pyne 

Isaiah Stewart 

 

We continue this summer with Junior High Band Camp on 

June 10-14 from 9am-12pm, and the Carp Carnival on 

Saturday, June 22! Thanks for a wonderful year! 

Thank you Energizing Education supporters for a successful 2018-2019 school year! 

 

Thank you United Way and our community sponsors : Royal Adhesives and Sealants (now an HB Fuller Company), 

Alro Steel, Dawn Food Foundation, Industrial Steel Treating Company, Jackson County Intermediate School District, 

Comcast  

Internet Essentials,  The Kiwanis Club, Tri County Water, The Herman Miller 

Foundation and all our 

community mentors 

who have invested in 

Michigan Center 

Schools and our 

community through 

Energizing Education. 

 

IF you are interested in 

becoming a reading 

mentor please contact 

Lois Dunning @ (517) 

990-6070 or 

Email ldunning@uwjackson.org 
 

Energizing Education News 

mailto:ldunning@uwjackson.org


Keicher Elementary News 

Fourth Grade Mackinac Trip 

 
Anticipation and excitement was felt on an early Tuesday morning as 

fourth grade students and their chaperones boarded four coach busses bound for 

Upper Michigan.  Their two-day adventure was packed full of countless learning 

opportunities which permitted the students to experience the history, traditions, 

and economy of Michigan.  They visited and explored Mackinac Island, Fort 

Mackinac, and Historic Mill Creek.  They also learned about the rich history of 

Michigan’s past by enjoying the Jack Pine Lumberjack Show.  Our fourth graders 

had a wonderful trip that was filled with fun, learning, and fond memories to 

share.   

This trip was made possible by the many volunteers and community 

members who gave their time and energy to help raise money for our students.  

The fourth grade students and teachers would like to express their thanks to these 

volunteers.  We couldn’t have done it without each of you. 

5th Graders Explore Henry Ford Museum 

and Tiger Baseball 
 

On Thursday, May 16th, Keicher 5th graders 

had the opportunity to explore the Henry Ford 

Museum and “catch” a Tigers game in De-

troit. They began the day at the museum 

where students had the opportunity to explore 

the hands-on exhibit gallery that included the 

history of automobiles, home manufacturing, 

the development and creation of Star Trek, 

and much more! 

 

Next, we traveled to Comerica Park to watch 

the Detroit Tigers versus the Oakland Athlet-

ics. It was a warm 69 degree day and unfortu-

nately the Tiger’s did not come out with a 

win. However, it was a great day of history, 

baseball, and quality FUN!   

 



**Schedule is subject to change!  Check https://michigan-center.bigteams.com/ for updates. 

 

 

https://michigan-center.bigteams.com/


Congratulations to our 2019 

Michigan Center Education 

Foundation scholarship 

recipients, Sophia Falasco and 

Jack (Boomer) Perry.  

MC Education 

Foundation 

Scholarship 

Recipients 

Have a fantastic summer!!!! 
See you August 21st 

Cardinal Family! 

This year Michigan Center Schools in partnership with the USDA  

will be providing FREE  meals for all kids 18 yrs. of age and younger  

at the following locations and times…… 
 

Keicher Elementary June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 

137 Broad St.  Michigan Center Lunch 11:15a.m.-12:00a.m. M-F           
 Ashton Ridge June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 

2907 Ashton Ridge Drive Jxn. Lunch 11:30a.m.-12:15p.m. M-F 

Ridgewood Vista-Front Entrance June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 
5000 Ponderosa Drive  Jackson Lunch 11:00a.m.-11:45a.m. M-F 

Michigan Center High School July 29, 2019-August 16, 2019  

400 S. State St.  Mi. Center              11:30a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Arnold Elementary July 18, 2019-August 16, 2019 
 Dinner 5:00p.m.-6:30p.m. TU & TH 

The Arbor’s June 17, 2018-August 16, 2019 

2921 Woods Circle Dr.  Jackson Lunch 12:45p.m.-1:30p.m. M-F 
Obrian’s Trading Post June 20-23, 2018 

119 N. Lakeside Dr.  Mi. Center Dinner 3:00p.m.-9:00p.m. 

Dorrell Park June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 
Bellrose Dr. Lunch 11:45a.m.-12:30p.m. M-F 

Leoni Park June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 

506 6th St.  Michigan Center Lunch 12:00p.m.-12:45p.m. M-F 
Jackson Free Methodist Church July 8, 2019-July 11, 2019 

2829 Park Dr.  Jackson Dinner 6:00p.m.-7:00p.m. 

Indian Village June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 
2600 E. South St.  Jackson 11:00a.m.-11:45a.m. M-F 

Sun Valley Mobile Home Estates June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 

301 Mantle Ave.  Jackson Lunch 12:15p.m.-1:00p.m. M-F 
Coachman’s Cove June 17, 2019-August 16, 2019 

6600 Portage Lake Rd. Munith Lunch 10:45a.m.-11:15a.m. 

East Jackson High School August 1, 2019-August 2, 2019 
1566 Sutton Rd.  Jackson Lunch 11:00a.m.-1:00p.m. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.   


